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United Sans Light Extended Heroic Bold Baskerville Regular Gotham Light Didot Regular Geogrotesque Semibold
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SIMPLE LETTERFORMS
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SIMPLE LETTERFORMS
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TOOLS & TECHNOLOGY
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“Its better to have a little of the best  
than to be swamped  

by the careless and routine.”  
ROBERT BRINGHURST

POET, AUTHOR, TYPOGRAPHER 
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ANATOMY
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ANATOMY

Stroke
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Stem

T V b p
ANATOMY
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Spine

ANATOMY
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Shoulder

ANATOMY
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Apex/Vertex

ANATOMY
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Crossbar Cross Stroke

ANATOMY
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Arm

ANATOMY
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Leg

ANATOMY
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Tail

ANATOMY
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Counter

ANATOMY
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Bowl

Loop

ANATOMY
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Ear LinkEye

ANATOMY
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Hairline

ANATOMY
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Serifs

Spur

Barb

ANATOMY
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Fillet

ANATOMY
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Terminal Finial

ANATOMY
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Baseline

Capline

Meanline

x-height

Beardline

ANATOMY
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Baseline

Descender

Ascender

Capline

Meanline

x-height

Beardline

ANATOMY
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Baseline

Capline

Meanline

x-height

Beardline

ANATOMY
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PROPORTION
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PROPORTION

VARIABLES

HEIGHT TO STOKE WIDTH RATIO
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STROKE CONTRAST
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PROPORTION
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HEIGHT TO STOKE WIDTH RATIO

STROKE CONTRAST

LETTERFORM WIDTH
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PROPORTION

VARIABLES

HEIGHT TO STOKE WIDTH RATIO

STROKE CONTRAST

LETTERFORM WIDTH

X-HEIGHT



 GRPH 223-01   TYPOGRAPHY UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA—LINCOLN

PROPORTION

F F F
Height to Stoke Width Ratio
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PROPORTION

SSSSSSS
Stroke Contrast
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PROPORTION

TIGHT WAD
TIGHT WAD

WIDE LOAD
WIDE LOAD

Letter Width
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PROPORTION

T T
Height to Stoke Width Ratio
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PROPORTION
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x-height
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PROPORTION

x-height

Baskerville Regular 16/19 Din Regular 20/24

Ur aut liquide lliqui dignimporio blaborro volupta 
sume velesti optam ipsam sum num veleces aspe-
runt escipsum in re et ulpa sinctempos que non 
pore velloreicias simus volupta nonsequam et la sa 
imagnis excero mi, istiunde qui descient.

Ur aut liquide lliqui dignimporio blaborro volupta 
sume velesti optam ipsam sum num veleces aspe-
runt escipsum in re et ulpa sinctempos que non  
pore velloreicias simus volupta nonsequam et la sa 
imagnis excero mi, istiunde qui descient.
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IS IT A TYPEFACE OR A FONT?
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A TYPEFACE IS A SET OF  
LETTERS, NUMBERS, ETC. WITH   

A SIMILAR DESIGN STYLE.
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A FONT IS A SET OF LETTERS  
WITH THE SAME SIZE AND STYLE.
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TYPEFACE = ALBUM

FONT = SONGS



 GRPH 223-01   TYPOGRAPHY UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA—LINCOLN

IDENTIFYING QUALITY TYPEFACES

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHhIiJjKk

ATOHNK
Everciis et unt aut vellacepudae si net ea planis seque non ellaut quate percia 
quam ipsum si ut mostiatquis repe cum, quaspe sitis quatur audanit aut es volu-
pitatium que mi, velit, que reribus ex et harume prepe nonsequatem voles a qui 
qui remquas et volupta que ius, suntiss imusci in nullia sectore doluptas qui rerum 
doloribus dolupis sit et fuga. Et acillut aliquaspedis et, secusam enihita volorunt 
etur? Qui optat a se lamusdaerem am aut volorem is ea voluptium entium et vol-
liati blant porerumquia voluptatas reicimeni dolenit is quam quiateceaqui od que 
simusdae officae soluptatus reroria cum quiberferum, ulluptur re nulparcillab il

Baskerville Regular
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Repetition

IDENTIFYING QUALITY TYPEFACES
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Repetition

IDENTIFYING QUALITY TYPEFACES
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SPECIMENS
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OLDSTYLE SERIF
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TRANSITIONAL SERIF
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TRANSITIONAL SERIF
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MODERN SERIF
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MONOLINE SLAB SERIF
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GEOMETRIC SANS SERIF
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GEOMETRIC SANS SERIF
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GEOMETRIC SANS SERIF
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HUMANIST SANS SERIF
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HUMANIST SANS SERIF
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GROTESQUE SANS SERIF
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NEO-GROTESQUE SANS SERIF
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SCRIPT


